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Subscriptions for the current year (2005) were due from all members with effect from 1st January. Subscriptions from those members who pay via Standing Order have been received. Thank you. But as of 26th January 61 other members have paid nothing for this year.  This potentially creates critical cash flow problems for the society.  If this applies to you please pay up as soon as possible.  

Consider paying by standing order. The information that you need to take to your bank to set one up is given below:

 
Renewal date: 1st January each year

Bank: HSBC plc

Account name: Geological Society of Norfolk

Account number: 20376515

Sort code: 40-35-09

Amount: as indicated above (£10 ordinary/£5 student)

 

Note that we cannot do this for you: you must go to your bank and do it; it is a pretty quick and simple procedure. 

Also there are still members who are paying subscriptions at the rates pertaining over four years ago.

Chasing the few members who fall into this category costs us almost as much in time and effort as the shortfall. We cannot allow things to drift on with people still paying their 2005 subscriptions
in December. The General Secretary now removes those members from the circulation list for Newsletters and Bulletins who do not pay the full subscription for two consecutive years, and they are liable to be dropped from the membership list.  

Anyone who has any problems with their subscription please should ‘phone and ask! 

Paul Whittlesea

Treasurer – Membership Secretary 





Phone: 01603 452384

& Elvin Thurston – General Secretary                                                                        

Lectures in the 2004-2005 Season
Note that all students, guests, and members of the public are welcome be they members of the Society or not, but only members get Newsletters & Bulletins, and email notices of changes.

Paul’s February lecture had to be cancelled because of circumstances beyond his control.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Thursday,  March.31st, 7:30 pm at the Assembly Rooms, Theatre Street, Norwich.
Dr Jenni Barclay, UEA

'Rocks, rain and talking: new techniques in tackling erupting volcanoes'
Understanding and predicting volcanic behaviour still represents a considerable challenge to geologists in the 21st Century. Most researchers have now adopted a strongly multi-disciplinary approach to the problem and Norfolk volcanologists are no exception to this.  In this talk I outline some of the techniques pioneered and used by researchers in the volcano group at UEA. These range from a return to the traditional, where careful petrological analysis of eruptive products (the rocks!) can reveal fantastic insights into what caused the eruption and what influenced its behaviour, to the modern, where meteorological forecasts can be used to predict volcanic behaviour or lessons learned from public response to events such as the foot and mouth crisis can be used to explain volcanic behaviour to the general public.
FOLLOWED PROMPTLY BY THE AGM!
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Field Meetings Secretary’s Report - 2004

The programme for this year provided opportunities for members to look at important Pleistocene and Chalk sites as well as see a seismic reflection survey in action.   Eight meetings were arranged and members were also invited to attend a GeoSuffolk trip led by Bob Markham and Roger Dixon to the Crags of the Orford area.  One meeting (West Runton) was arranged jointly with Geosuffolk.  Atttendance at the meetings varied from 3 to 18 people; unfortunately two trips were cancelled through lack of interest.

We introduced an advance booking system for field meetings to ensure that we only ran trips that members would attend.   This worked well and allowed us to inform meeting leaders in advance of the expected numbers so that they could decide if there was sufficient interest to run the meeting.   Members who have provided the Membership Secretary with their email addresses were notified of meetings that became possible only at short notice (Norton Subcourse and Roc Oil seismic survey) and they were also sent reminders two to three weeks in advance of planned trips.

Without exception the expert leaders of the meetings provided stimulating and interesting insights to the geology of Norfolk and their contribution to the Society’s programme is very much appreciated.

Comment - Personal Experience of Three of the Field Meetings

For our meetings Peter tries to obtain an expert leader, who can not only answer probing questions but also describe the very latest advances in understanding of the site concerned. The three meetings I attended illustrated the significance of this expertise, ranging form that of a an active specialised PhD student intent on discovering new things in order to impress his examiners (Steven Pawley at the Blakeney Esker), through that of a successful researcher who has made significant advances in understanding of a local site and had already published his findings (Jon Lee at Leet Hill), to that of three mature, well respected academics with established reputations (Simon Lewis,  Simon Parfitt, and Richard Preece, who have headed a team of scientists bring to bear the full force of modern science on the pre-glacial exposure at Norton Subcourse.   

Amongst other findings Steven showed us evidence for unconventional ice flow directions, Jon showed where erratic samples of till in fluvial terraces has provided very strong evidence for a drastic revision of the timing of glaciations, and the two Simons and Richard have found evidence of unusual climate changes and many early middle mammalian fossils in a fluvial deposits in what was probably the Bytham River.  This attendee appreciated the presence of real experts who could inspire us.  Thank you Peter!

If this standard is going to be maintained then the 2005 meetings must not be missed; we may not get such opportunities in the future.

Elvin Thurston

2005 Field Meetings

We are currently putting together the programme for this year and hope to run joint field meetings with the Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists, to the Wells-next-the-sea SSSI and the Cockthorpe SSSI, probably on 26th June, and another with GeoSuffolk   It is also planned to run a field trip to the Hunstanton area.  Full details will be published in the next newsletter.  If you have any suggestions for trips or leaders then please send them to Peter Riches (p.f.riches@rhul.ac.uk, or c/o Geography Department, Royal Holloway, University of London, Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX.)

GeoSuffolk (Suffolk RIGS) would like to invite you to an East Anglian RIGS meeting on Saturday May 21st 2005.  

The aim of the meeting is to get to know one another and give mutual support in our common interest, RIGS.  The theme of the meeting will focus on our local sites and will include short presentations by GeoSuffolk members and a site visit.
Meet and greet with coffee and biscuits at 10.00 at the Amberfield School, Nacton, just south east of Ipswich near the A12-A14 junction.   

The lecture programme will start at 10.30 and will include:


Westleton beds, a case for RIGS

Some unusual local building stones

A geography teacher’s use of RIGS

Suffolk Geodiversity Officer report

Colchester Earthquake

Sizewell B, Crags, an ‘unavailable geological site’ (RUGS!!)

A Quaternary subject

In the afternoon we will visit Nacton Shore, an exposure of London Clay with mudstones, ash beds and faults, also displaying landslips, a valley gravel terrace and modern estuarine deposits.

There is no charge for this meeting, which is open to all interested members.   Please register your interest and we will send you the second circular in March 2005. Please reply to Bob Markham, Email: bobmark@ukonline.co.uk             
Notes from the General Secretary……..

1. Ever since I took over as General Secretary I have awaited with baited breath for suggestions for Society activities to come rolling in.  Luckily I know my priorities so I did not die of asphyxiation!  Nobody, except other officers of the Society ever makes any suggestions.  This is at a time when our interests are largely concentrated on catching up with the recently developed understandings of East Anglian geology.  If we had no lectures given by those involved in research in East Anglia, or those able to demonstrate in the field recent advances, we would have almost no activities at all! The Society can’t do just that forever.  That is too specialised.  We need to expand our interests. The present Committee consists almost exclusively of academics and serious students. For that reason the Society needs new blood in the veins of its Committee.  Being a Committee member is not onerous; you don’t necessarily have to attend meetings if you have email.  Please consider offering your services – the future existence of the Society may depend upon it!  Contact me for more information.  Alternatively just send in your ideas! 
2. Only 55% of current members appear to have email addresses even though, without exception every new member does!  If you have an email address and would like to be kept informed of late developments, such as the resoundingly successful and well attended (40% of the members with known email addresses!) field trip to Norton Subcourse, please let us know!

Advance Notice of Lectures in the 2005-6 Season

Thursday, 10th November 2005

Dr J Rose, Royal Holloway University of London.

 “Recent important discoveries about the Quaternary of Norfolk and adjacent regions”

This lecture will bring our understanding up to date.  He will be emphasizing the global importance of these local discoveries.

We are also expecting lectures by Paul Whittlesea and Jon Lee and others.
Another Paper on East Anglian Geology has been published recently………

The deforming bed characteristics of a stratified till assemblage in north East Anglia, UK: investigating controls on sediment rheology and strain signatures.  David H Roberts & Jane K Hart, Quaternary Science Reviews 24 (2004) 123-140

Motions for debate at the AGM

The Committee of the Society are considering how to maintain the cash flow of the Society with respect to the time subscriptions are paid.  At present the Treasurer/ Membership Secretary has to spend resources chasing up subscriptions.  Consequently measures are being proposed to change the Society’s financial year and to impose an administration charge on those members who do not pay their subscriptions on time. 
To prevent the AGM taking too much time, please consider how you might vote on such proposals and make your comments to the General Secretary as soon as possible.  

Please keep in mind that the subscription to the Society (£10 for ordinary members) is only being kept at its current low level by excellent fiscal management; without such measures the subscription may have to increase for everyone.

Book Review……..

“The Cretaceous World” ed. P Skelton, Cambridge University Press, 2003, about £28 purchased from Amazon.

It is not very often that one comes across a non-fiction book that is simultaneously well written, easy to read, authoritative, well illustrated, and up-to-date.   Skelton’s The Cretaceous World is just such a book.  Chalk being ubiquitous in Norfolk, most of our members have at least a passing interest in the Cretaceous period, and know that in many ways this world was very different then.  This book clearly describes just how different it really was. Not only were there dinosaurs wandering about, but also it was warm, actually a Greenhouse World because of the high carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere.  The long wavelength of hummocky cross-stratification indicates that the weather was more violent, the extensive marine sediments on continents show that sea levels were very high, and benthic fossils illustrate the effects of sea temperatures at the poles as high as 15oC.  All these phenomena had knock-on effects:-

· flooding of the continents, providing ideal environments for reef formation, 

· forests and resultant coal formation in Antarctica and Alaska, 

· evolution of calcium sequestration by plankton (making chalk formation possible), 

· rapid evolution of flora to fit the unusual environments following the break-up of Gondwana, with the appearance of angiosperms (flowering plants).  

· in place of tropical rain forests there were often deserts in the continental interiors.  

· the ocean currents were such that the benthos was often anoxic; carbon accumulation on the ocean floors was significant and a source of much of our oil.

We owe thanks to Peter Skelton’s experience as a senior teacher in the Open University for his personal contributions, making the text being so eminently readable.  He is an acknowledged authority on Carbonate Platforms, and his co-authors excel in their relevant fields as well, Climate and Biota, Volcanic Inputs, and Meteor Impacts.  The research techniques are comprehensively explained, every different aspect of the environment is clearly characterised, and the evidence is presented and discussed in detail.  Moreover where the evidence is at all ambiguous that ambiguity is brought to your attention so you are taught to be discriminating.


If you want to read more about dinosaurs this book is NOT for you; they hardly get a mention.  But if you are interested in virtually any other aspect of Earth Science and how it plays a part in the development of our planet, this book will interest you and expand your education.  This is what the Open University calls a 3rd level text; it demands a certain degree of sophistication in the general knowledge of science in general and geology in particular; most readers will benefit from having a Dictionary of Earth Sciences (reviewed in the last Newsletter!) to hand to explain some of the terminology.  This is one of the textbooks for the OU course The Geological Record of Environmental Change so don’t expect to read this as a bedtime book; moreover it is too heavy for to hold in the hands for any significant time!  But don’t be put off; instead expect to be rewarded for careful reading and study.

Close scrutiny by many students has detected only 10 typos in the entire 360 pages.

I like this book so much I have two copies, the second for when the first wears out! 

ET.

 
Current Officers.

President for 2004-5, Dr Jenni Barclay, University of East Anglia

General Secretary, Elvin Thurston, 32 Lenthall Close, Norwich, NR7 0UU

email: elvin.thurston@virgin.net.  




          phone:   01603 708098
Treasurer, Paul Whittlesea, 8 Eaton Old Hall, Hurd Road, Eaton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7BE, 

email: pwhittlesea@gsn-iba.fsnet.co.uk                                                                   phone:   01603 452384

Bulletin Editor, Dr Julian Andrews, Dept. of Environmental Sciences, UEA, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7TJ  

email: 
j.andrews@uea.ac.uk
Field Secretary, Peter Riches.                          email: pfriches@hotmail.com  or  P.F.Riches@rhul.ac.uk 
Web Site Manager, Alister Cruickshanks, 10 Elliott Avenue, Reydon, Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6QX
Email:  Alister@ukfossils.info                                                                                    phone:   01502 724736






  

Other Committee Members (with special relevant interests) are 

Tony Duddle (special field activities), 

Adrian Read (database & RIGS), 

Jonathan Lee (BGS/Quaternary), 

Nigel Larkin, (Norfolk Museums Service).  

& Steven Pawley (Pleistocene research).







These will mostly be in the form of 20-minute presentations with a break for lunch (bring your own packed lunch).  If you would like a lift to this event your General Secretary may be able to help.
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NOTE THAT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, NORWICH, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MARCH 31ST LECTURE








We are sorry to report the death of Chris Aslin on 18th November 2004 at the age of 67 following a short illness.  Chris was a former Secretary of the society who worked at UEA from January 1964 as a Science Subject Librarian. He was instrumental in building up the science collections in the UEA library.  He also took responsibility for the Library's computing systems, introducing the first computerised circulation system in 1971 and overseeing the move to the first full library management system in the 1990s
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