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Other Committee Members (with special relevant interests) are Tony Duddle (special field activities), Adrian Read (database), Jonathan Lee (BGS/Quaternary), & Steven Pawley (Pleistocene research).
2004 Field Meeting Programme

This year’s programme will hopefully provide something for everyone.  We will be looking at the exciting stories and controversies that are emerging about the glacial history and glacial processes recorded in the Pleistocene of Norfolk.  Our field meetings will also provide opportunities to understand the latest discoveries from the Chalk, collect fossils and see classic sections.  

In a change from the past, we would like all members wishing to attend a field meeting to register their intention and provide contact details with the Field Secretary (Tel: 01732 810950 or email: p.f.riches@rhul.ac.uk) at least 10 days before its planned date.  Members will receive details on meeting arrangements when they register and will be informed in advance if there are any changes in plan.  All members are welcome to attend and to bring friends but children, under 16, need to be accompanied by an adult and may not be admitted to working quarries.  We would like to encourage as many people as possible to come on field trips and invitations will be extended to other groups who may be interested.  If there are limits on numbers attending, Society members will receive priority.

If insufficient members register for a meeting (less than 7) it may be cancelled at the leader’s discretion, and everyone who has registered will be notified.  Anyone can still register for a trip after the deadline if the trip is going ahead.  But please let the Field Secretary know if, having registered, you cannot subsequently make it so that waiting for you unnecessarily does not hold up the meeting.

Please inform the Field Secretary and the trip leader of any medical problems you might have that could affect you during the day.  We can advise you in advance how strenuous the activities might be.

It is recommended that you wear appropriate clothing and provide your own packed lunch and drink as these may not always be readily available.  At some sites hard hats and high visibility jackets may be needed and these will be provided for those who do not have them.

We would like to provide transport for members who are not able to drive themselves so if you can help or need transport please let the field secretary know when registering.

Programme

25th April
11am
Weybourne to Sheringham, Paul Whittlesea

A 4 km walk along the base of the cliff to examine the Pre-Weybourne and Weybourne Chalks, overlying Wroxham Crags, and the contorted Drift of the glacial periods.  The chalk can be very fossiliferous at some horizons and may yield good specimens; the Crags are in some places packed with broken bivalve shells.  Palaeontology aside, the Chalk, Crags and glacial deposits all show stratigraphical and structural features of great interest too.
June
Evening Chalk Pit in Norwich area, Paul Whittlesea (provisional, see next Newsletter or check with field secretary nearer the date)
19th June
11am
Kirby Cane Quarry (RMC) Dr Jon Lee (British Geological Survey)
An opportunity to examine early Middle Pleistocene fluvial (Bytham River) and glacial sediments at Leet Hill, southern Norfolk. The inter-relationship between these deposits and their stratigraphic position within the terrace chronology of the Bytham River provides evidence for a glacial incursion into eastern England prior to the Anglian Glaciation (MIS 12) during a newly-proposed MIS 16 Happisburgh Glaciation. This is a concept that has proved highly controversial.   

10th July
11 am
Blakeney Esker, Glaven Valley, Steve Pawley (Royal Holloway, University of London) 

We will be examining a subglacial and ice-marginal succession of glacial deposits of Mid Quaternary age. The fieldtrip will start by looking at some classic but highly controversial glacially deformed sequences in the Glandford quarry and will move onto a tour around some of the spectacular and well-preserved kame, esker and ice-marginal fan landforms in the Glaven Valley. 
4th Sept         11am   West Runton Elephant  – Gressenhall,  Nigel Larkin (Norfolk Museum)

A wonderful opportunity to inspect at close quarters the almost complete remains of this famous very large mammoth (Mammuthus trogontherii)  found at West Runton but still not yet on public display.   

18th Sept 
11 am West Runton Dr Dave Roberts (University of Durham) & Bob Markham (Joint with Suffolk Naturalists Geological Group)

Dave will introduce people to some of most dramatic glacial geology in NW Europe.  The sediments at West Runton relate to the Anglian glaciation and are composed of subglacial, lacustrine and fluvial deposits that have been intensely deformed by glacial action to leave a spectacular glaciotectonic melange.

Bob will be demonstrating the stratigraphy of the pre-glacial Crag and Cromer Forest Bed sediments and the trip will provide an opportunity to collect fossils from this important section.

In addition to the above field meetings, members are also invited to attend the following Suffolk Naturalists Geological Group field meeting:


1st August
10:30 am  Crags of the Orford Area
Meet at Woodbridge Railway Station Car Park wearing stout shoes and bringing a packed lunch. 
Lectures in the 2004-2005 Season
It’s early days yet but so far it looks as if our programme will include the following. (Note that all students, guests, and members of the public are welcome be they members of the Society or not).

Tuesday 30th March, 7.30 pm
       in the Assembly Rooms, Theatre St. Norwich 

Dr Richard Hamblin, British Geological Survey

‘Pebbles and palynomorphs - new light on the later Crags of East Anglia’

The work of the BGS in East Anglia during recent years has upset many long held ideas; even some maps have been proved wrong.  But it has clarified many more. If you find the Pliocene and early Pleistocene history of this area confusing and difficult to understand this lecture will give you an up to date summary of the current understanding. 

The speaker has continued to be part of the BGS team mapping Norfolk.
This lecture will be in the Assembly Rooms, Theatre St. Norwich.  

Thursday 28th October 7:30 pm at Friends Meeting House, Upper Goat Lane, Norwich 

Catherine Poulton (Coastal Sedimentologist) & Peter Hobbs (Engineering Geologist) of the British Geological Survey
‘Geological controls on erosion rates of till cliffs in NE Norfolk as part of the British Geological Survey's Cliff Stability Project’

The ongoing Cliff Stability Project studies the influence of geology, geotechnics and climate change on the process of cliff recession at selected 'soft cliff' sites on the south and east coasts of England.  Using laser scanning technology and terrestrial photogrammetry, erosion rates have been measured annually from 2001 to present at selected test sites.  The British Geological Survey present their methodology and recession results for the North Norfolk sites.

Thursday 18th November, 7:30 pm at Friends Meeting House, Upper Goat Lane, Norwich

Dr Ian candy, Royal Holloway College, London

"Mediteranean climates during the early Middle Pleistocene: Multi-proxy evidence from East Anglia." 
Later at a date to be agreed

Dr Julian Andrews, University of East Anglia, will present:-
“Microbial carbonates on land and in the sea: indicators of past climate and seawater chemistry?”    
















2004 Subscriptions (£10, except students) were due in January!





Please send yours to our Treasurer (address below) if you do not use direct debit or a standing order.


Please consider using direct debit or a standing order if possible 


Name of Society’s account: 	"Geological Society of Norfolk"


The Society's bank: 		HSBC Bank plc, Norwich, London Street Branch 


Current account number: 	"20376515"


Sort code number: 		"40-35-09"


Subscription renewal date: 	1st January each year.





If you have not paid a subscription for 2003 you are lucky to get this Newsletter; you must have special influence over the Editor!




















THE NEXT AGM


will be held after the lecture at the Assembly Rooms, Norwich, on TUESDAY 30th March.





Please submit you proposals and points for discussion as soon as possible

















