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T
he proposed new Geology and Climate Change Museum in North Norfolk– Current Status
Letter received from Nigel Larkin,

The proposed new Geology and Climate Change Museum for North Norfolk, which had been under threat of termination recently because of financial difficulties within Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service, has been given a reprieve. The threat of termination of this project was very real indeed. It is only because of the massive support we have had for the project over the last few weeks that we have managed to get the decisions overturned. …………………………………………………………………….    

We collected about 15,000 signatures on a petition locally to save this project and three local museums from closure and maintained a high profile in the regional press and TV news coverage. However, it was the many dozens of letters of support from organisations and individuals that made the real difference.

I would like to thank everyone most sincerely for their strong support and for taking the time to write letters. With all the very positive comments we have had from esteemed individuals and organisations now on file - and still ringing in the ears of Museum Management and Local Councillors - the project now enjoys a much higher profile than it did before, and appears to be on a much sounder 
footing. One particular silver lining of the recent dark clouds is that our regional division of a multinational oil exploration company has come forward to help the project financially in the immediate short term. This would not have happened without the help of individuals in the geological and 
palaeontological communities putting pen to paper and spreading the word about our plight.

I would suggest that anyone facing similar problems in the future should definitely fight for projects they believe in, and ask for letters of support to be written directly to the people who count. It can work.

Many, many, thanks indeed for your support. When this museum finally opens its doors to the public you will know for sure that you have played no small part.

With very best wishes, Nigel Larkin.

In addition, following a letter sent by the General Secretary concerning the national and European importance of Norfolk Cromerian sites in general and the West Runton Elephant in particular the Society has received the following letter from Vanessa Trevelyan and Cllr. Heather Bolt of the Norfolk Museums & Archaeology Service:-

Thank you for your interest in the Norfolk Museums & Archaeology Service. 

Following a very vocal consultation exercise Norfolk County Council has decided not to ask the NMAS to make all the savings necessary to meet its projected budget deficit. 

This means that: -

-The Bridewell Museum, Strangers Hall and the Thetford Ancient House Museum will remain open to the public.

-Work on the feasibility study for a museum to house the West Runton elephant will also go ahead. 

-The Norfolk Biological Record Centre will continue. 

You may also be interested to know that the museums service will undertake a fundamental review in 2003. The aim of the review will be to consider whether the current management and organisational arrangements are conducive to the long-term viability of the NMAS or whether alternative arrangements would provide substantial benefits. 

Yours sincerely, 

(signed) Vanessa Trevelyan and Cllr. Heather Bolt

Have you read that…………?

1) As described in “Sand sheets and ventifacts: the legacy of Aeolian action in west Norfolk” , P G Hoare, C R Stevenson, S P Godby, (2002) , Proc. Geol. Assoc., 113, pp 301-318, a late Devensian exposure of the effects of wind action under periglacial conditions has been investigated. 

The Quaternary succession in west Norfolk contains two previously unrecognised aeolian sand units whose ages have been determined by the infrared-stimulated luminescence procedure. The 'Leziate coversand' dates from the Loch Lomond Stadial (Late Devensian); large numbers of well-formed, lithologically varied, gravel ventifacts are found within this material. In spite of an unsuccessful attempt to obtain a luminescence date, the pre-Holocene age of a ventifact-rich, windborne sand at Blackborough End is evident from its association with a former ice wedge and with involutions, and an aeolian sand with ventifacts accumulated against the flank of a cryogenic mound which developed at Walton Common during the Loch Lomond Stadial. Renewed aeolian activity in the Holocene led to the deposition of the IRSL-dated 'Ling Common drift sand'. 

2) An appeal has been made for more information about fossils contained in the Chalk in “A plea to subdivide the Chalk on future maps in a manner applicable to the whole of Britain, N B Peake, (2002), Proc. Geol. Assoc., 113, pp 345-347

The 1:50000 maps published by the Geological Survey fail to show the biostratigraphical detail which is available and which could be incorporated without difficulty. This has become important because: (i) the sheet Memoir series is being discontinued: (ii) one can use the same biostratigraphical divisions, mainly zones, from Dorset to Yorkshire; (iii) it would be easier for our colleagues outside Britain to understand our Chalk geology. 

This proposal has been commented upon in Proc. Geol. Assoc.(2002), 113, pp 348-362 by M A Woods, D T Aldiss, P M Hopson, R N Mortimore, R Bristow, R G Bromley, A S Gale, & J M Hancock, together with a rejoinder by the author.
Field Trips during 2003

Shropshire,   6th, 7th and 8th April 2003

Sunday 6th April 2003 – Wenlock Limestone Quarry – 9.30am

On the first day of the trip, we will be looking at the Wenlock Limestone with the opportunity to collect brachiopods, corals, crinoids and polyzoa. Leave Much Wenlock by the A458 and then B4371 heading towards Church Stretton. Shortly after you will see a national trust car park on the right (GR 613997), park and meet here. Please bring hard hats for the disused quarry, we will be both looking at a small exposures along the track and the disused quarry itself which has recently been cleared. 

Monday 7th April 2003 – Mortimer Forest – 9.00am

On our second day of the tour, we will be visiting the Mortimer Forest area. Leave Ludlow on the old trunk road down Broad Street or Old Street and follow the winding road up and around the town, past a couple of viewing points and a further couple of mils, ignore the first obvious lay-by on the right opposite the Forestry Commission entrance and carry on for a another half a mile. You will see another lay-by with a lovely view of nearby hills; from the car park on the road side we will follow a forestry track. Silurian rocks yield brachiopods, cephalopods, trilobites and worm can all be easily collected from the roads scattered along the track. The rocks here are from the Leintwardine Beds. (GR 465738)

From here we will be moving on to our second location of the day looking at the Aymestry Limestone. Braciopods and Crinoids can be collected from exposures approximately 50 yards from our first location. 

Tuesday 8th April 2003 – The Onny Riverside Trail – 9.45am

There are a number of locations to visit in this area, this site has good parking facilities at the start of an official trail that takes you along a tranquil bank of the river Onny, this location is ideal for a family day out and weather permitting. Please bring Wellington boots as the trail pathways are often very muddy, take a packed lunch and drink as we will be out for most of the day at various locations along this trail. Along the way, there are many opportunities to collect from the embankments, small cliff areas and from the foreshore. It is also possible to wade in the river and collect from the river bed. Fragments and sometimes near complete trilobites of Trinucleid variety can be found along with trace fossils of tentaculites from the Silurian Hughley Shales. This is also a good opportunity to examine the Ordovician Omny Shale bed of which 10 feet is visible above water level. Indeed this whole area is world famous for its great importance to geologists. To find the Onny Riverside trail and to meet, leave the A49 at a turning to Cheyney Longville. You will pass over a railway bridge and immediately on your right is a signed car park (GR 430845), turn in here. 

We will then be moving on to our second location, this is approximately just 560 yards upstream and will lead onto the Old River Cliff. The actual exposures we will be looking at are just past this cliff. Within sandstones and shales are bands containing brachiopods, Tentaculites sp and other fossils.  (GR 421855)

Our third location of the day will take us to Alternate Limestone (GR 418857). Limestone’s are packed with brachiopods in screes and loose rocks just 400 yards west of the Old River Cliff. This is an SSSI site, so no hammering at the exposure is permitted. 

Continuing West, a forth location ‘Glenburrell Bridge’ provides the opportunity to collect trilobites, gastropods and bivalves from the Ordovician sandstone and Chatwell Sandstone. This location is a further 450 yards at (GR 413860)

Our final location of the day, ‘Hoar Edge’ at (GR 412862), just 250 yards east of ‘Glenburrel Bridge’ provides a chance to see the Ordovician Grit and Pre-Cambrian Sandstones and easily collect brachiopods from the scree slopes. This site is particular of interest to geologists since the entire Cambrian series is missing. There is also a quarry where this can clearly be seen with the Ordovician Grit resting on the Longmyndian Unconformity Pre-Cambrian rocks.

Frimstone Pit, Crimplesham - Saturday 3rd May 2003 – 9.30am

Meet at 9.30am at the Frimstone pit, Ashcroft Farm, Main Road, Crimplesham, Norfolk. (TF 661036) PLEASE NOTE, WE ONLY HAVE TWO HOURS AT THIS LOCATION, SO PLEASE ARRIVE ON TIME AND ALLOW EXTRA TIME FOR JOURNEY. We will be examining the Kimmeridge Clay in particular of interest are the large septarian nodules including cavities with well-formed calcite crystals. We will also be looking at the Oxford Clay, where ammonites can be collected and erratics of which many ironstone nodules and flints with sponge spicules can be found. We will be leaving at 11.30am. Please remember hard hats and fluorescent jackets. 

We have 9 places left; if you wish to join us it is vital that you contact the leader for this trip, Mr I J Cruickshanks to book your place. (01502 724736). Those that turn up on the day without prior booking may be disappointed.

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=566178&Y=303613&A=Y&Z=3
Isle of Sheppey – Sunday 25th May 2003 – 11.30am

Meet at 11-30am at the gravel car park Warden Bay. As you drive into Leysdown, Take Warden Bay Road, on the left opposite an electrical substation. Just follow the road to the end and you will see the car park in front of you. Sheppey is an excellent location for London Clay exposures and is rich in Fossils both common and rare; Fred Clouter who runs the largest website on London Clay Fossils, www.sheppeyfossils.com is an expert on London Clay Fossils in particular Sheppey and is leading this exhibition. He will be providing an informative newsletter with background information and what you are likely to find. For more information on his vast collection of Sheppey fossils, visit his website.

The foreshore at Sheppey can be quite muddy and members are advised to take Wellington boots. Parents must be responsible for any children that may attend. Take a packed lunch, as we will be eating on the foreshore. Low tide is at 3.31pm so we will be spending most of the day down Sheppey, naturally members can leave at any time.

MAP: http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=602382&Y=171590&A=Y&Z=1O
	OS X 
	602382 

	OS Y 
	171590 

	Lat (WGS84) 
	N51:24:26 ( 51.407212 ) 

	Long (WGS84) 
	E0:54:31 ( 0.908524 ) 

	Long Ranger
	TR023715 


Podehole Quarry, Thorney– Thursday 19th June 2003 - 7.15pm


Meet at 7.15pm at the Podehole Quarry office, Thorney near Peterborough. The quarry is on the South side of the A47 between Peterborough and Thorney. Be on time, as the gate will be locked when we are in. We will be examining the rich Devensian gravels for Pleistocene vertebrate remains and the highly fossilferious oxford clay. Please remember hard hats and fluorescent jackets, Wellingtons are recommended.  

This trip has now been combined with the ‘Stamford & District Geological Society’, if you would like to go to this trip, please contact Bill Learoyd, 01780 752915 or email: billlearoyd@aol.com

Covehithe – Saturday 23rd September 2003

Bob Markham will be leading a joint trip with the Suffolk Naturalist Society and Geological Society of Norfolk looking at the Geology along Covehithe to Easton Bavents. Meet at the Cove Hithe church, time to be confirmed though it will be in the morning. Please contact Bob on 01394 384525 for further information.

Please Note: The Geological Society of Norfolk has Public Liability insurance cover for field trips and other events. However, participants attend at their own risk and Personal Accident cover is their own responsibility
Trips with the Suffolk Naturalist Society 

Members are welcome to join any Suffolk Naturalist Society trips, by contacting Bob Markham on 01394 384525 for further information.

Saturday 14th June – 

Butley Area. 

Meet at 10.00am at the Woodbridge Station.

Sunday 16th July – 

Dunwich & Westleton. 
Meet at the Beach Car Park at 10.30am

Wednesday 20th August – 
Gipping Valley 

Meet at the Bramford Pic Nic Place at 10.30am.

Trips with the Stamford & District Geological Society

Members are welcome to join any Stamford & District Geological Society, by contacting Bill Learoyd, 01780 752915 or email: billlearoyd@aol.com

Saturday 24th May – Ketton Quarry. Meet at the Geology Trail car park at 10.00am. Bring a packed lunch hard hats and hi-viz jackets required. The morning will be spent looking at the geological sequence which extends from the top of the Lias to the base of the Oxford Clay. We will also visit the proposed RIGS site where faulting is exposed. The afternoon will be in the newly exposed Blisworth Limestone at the top of the Quarry which is rich in fossils many weathered out and waiting to be picked up.

Saturday 19th July – Kings Dyke (Bradley Fen) and Star Pit. Meet at the Star Pit entrance at 10.00am. The entrance is a trackway leading off the A605. The trackway is on the South Side of the road a few metres from the level crossing. Hard Hats and Hi-Viz jackets required. Wellingtons recommended. Bring a packed lunch. Star Pit is the side of the recently discovered Leedsichthys and there will be the opportunity to see and hear about this major find. Time will also be given over for fossil hunting. In the afternoon we will visit a recently opened pit at Bradley Fen. This is being worked by dragline greatly increasing the chance of vertebrate fossils being found. 
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Please note: This date has been moved from April











The East Anglian Earth Science Database





We are pleased to announce that recently a member of the Society, a well known respected Geologist, donated his personal bibliography of references covering all aspects of East Anglian Earth Science to the Society.  This generous and significant act allows us to establish a Database that we hope will be an information resource of use to the geological community at large.  The area covered is East Anglia proper (Norfolk & Suffolk) plus Cambridgeshire, Essex, and the North Sea.  It will be appearing on our web page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.norfolkgeology.co.uk/" �www.norfolkgeology.co.uk� during the next few weeks. Please examine it.  Click on � HYPERLINK "http://www.norfolkgeology.co.uk/earthdb.htm" �'GSN Earth Science Database'� on the home page and proceed from there.  You may well find that it is not yet complete as yet but when it is you may still find a few errors and omissions.  If so please let us know!  





If you keep us informed of new publications we will ensure that the database remains up to date.











